PLA 2001: PhD Colloquium in Planning
M (1-4pm) Fall; M (1-3pm) Spring

SSH 2124A

Course description:
This course is designed to encourage doctoral planning students to formally integrate the research of others into their own thinking and work.  It essentially consists of four responsibilities: 1) attendance at six (6) scholarly presentations (on or off-campus) between now and February 2009; 2) attendance and participation in a mid-February discussion of these experiences; 3) attendance and participation in a faculty research presentation in late Fall 2008; and 4) attendance and participation in a presentation of student research development (in late Spring 2009)
The course is pass/fail, and solely based on attendance and participation (of the six presentations, and three in-class events) 

Course Convenor:

Katharine Rankin (k.rankin@utoronto.ca)
SS 5002
Office hours: by appointment

Schedule and description:

Research colloquia: Between now and February, please find and attend six (6) research talks on or off-campus.  Please take notes and reflect on each of the presentations that you attend.  Be prepared to discuss them in our February meeting (see below).  In addition to our own speakers series (“Intersections”), there are literally hundreds of academic talks per year at the University of Toronto, and dozens more at the City, various local think tanks, and NGOs.  If you are struggling to find interesting, relevant talks, come see me and we can discuss strategies and potential places to look.  
DATE: Now through February 2009.

Faculty/Professional research presentations: In the late fall, I will organize a session with several planning faculty and professionals who will present an overview of their research.  I will try to moderate, but the idea will be to have a relatively informal occasion to chat about ideas and strategies related to being a planning scholar. Everything from pragmatic (e.g. what kind of journals accept the work that is being presented?), to more substantive questions are encouraged.

DATE: November 2009 (date TBA)

Doctoral student research presentations: In early spring, I will organize a session with 3-4 upper-level PLA doctoral students (and possibly a student from a cognate department). They will reflect on their experience in graduate school, again spanning substantive and procedural dimensions. 

DATE: Feburuary 2010 (date TBA)
Research colloquia and student research discussion: Basically, this will consist of an informal discussion of the research talks that you attended over the year.  I will try to facilitate a discussion but before the meeting you might want to reflect on the following questions.  Was there any presentation or set of presentations that fundamentally altered your position on a research topic?  Did any of the presentations persuade you to change or alter your own research?  Was there anything that stood out to you –good or bad—about the way that presenters framed ideas? Can you talk about how your own research topics or approaches have developed in relation to the presentations you attended? 
DATE: March/April 2009 (date TBA)

Questions for planning academics/professionals

1. What research are you working on now? What research tools and practical techniques have been most useful in your work?

2. Can you give us a sketch of your career trajectory? Please include a note on the research centres that have been most central to your work. Also a note on how your PhD training helped or did not help you conceptualize your career.
3. How do you blend your interest in theory/academic debates with your commitment to planning practice? What advice do you have about building both kinds of work into a career?  How did you choose your present form of practice over other possibilities? What insights or privileges does your practice give you in furthering your interest in and contribution to planning?
4. Where do you publish your work and what advice do you have about publishing?
5. Is there any other issue you would like to raise/discuss/advise about with a group of first-year doctoral students?
Questions for PLA Ph.D. students

6. What research you are working on now?

7. How did you decide to go into a Planning PhD program?
8. Where have you published your work and what advice do you have about publishing?
9. How do you blend your interest in theory/academic debates with your interest in planning practice? What advice do you have about building both kinds of work into a dissertation and beyond?
10. How has the experience of preparing for and/or doing independent dissertation research been for you? Can you mention one unanticipated issue that has come up in your predissertation preparation/research/writing—whether personal or methodological or theoretical—that you think it might be helpful to share with this group. 
11.  Is there any other issue you would like to raise/discuss/advise about with a group of first-year doctoral students?
